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The Golf Club

Lets Talk Golf!

Mike Carter

Coach and
Professional Instructor

In 2010, I traveled to Houston,
Texas to study under Jim Hardy
and Chris O’Connell.

Hardy is a member of the PGA
Teachers Hall of Fame.

Both Jim and Chris are list-
ed in the Topl00 instructors in
America.

Everything I teach in the long
game I learned from Jim and
Chris.

I am part of their INNER
CIRCLE instructor group.

Each year we have a summit
at Watters Creek where Chris
teaches in the winter months.

Our instructor mantra is to
always get better...always
improve.

In this article I want to describe the
beginning of the backswing and the
beginning of the downswing. Precisely
I’ll be describing the pressure shifts a
golfer should feel in the feet as the back-
swing starts and the downswing begins.

Imagine you are 30 feet tall and can
place one foot on one end of a seesaw
and the other foot on the opposite end
of a seesaw. At address you should have
more pressure on your front foot than
your back foot. The front side of the
seesaw will be tilting toward the ground,
and the backside of the seesaw will be off
the ground.

The backswing should begin with
a slight LATERAL MOVE OF THE
BODY toward the back foot. This lateral
move should be no more than an inch and
a half.

The lateral move shifts the pressure
off the front foot to the back foot. Now
the back side of the seesaw will be tilted
toward the ground, and the front side of
the seesaw will be off the ground.

The downswing begins with a con-
scious effort to move the pressure back to
the front foot before the grip reaches it’s
pinnacle in the backswing. This is called
transition. You will be lowering the front
side of the seesaw to the ground. The
backside of the seesaw will come off the
ground.

About 85 percent of your weight/pres-
sure will be on your front foot before the
top of the backswing is completed. You
never want the pressure on the back foot
at the top of the backswing. You are now
in a position to naturally use ground
forces to increase club head speed.

I hope you find this article helps
you get the backswing and down-
swing started correctly. Start with the
low irons, and work your way to the
driver. Wishing everyone a Happy
Thanksgiving.

Come see me at HAAS FAMILY
GOLF if you need help with any part
of your game. Wishing you fairways,
greens, and great bunker shots.

Play Bad on Saturday...Get it Fixed on Sunday

Mike teaches 7 days a week at Haas Family Golf

8000 Pelham Rd. Greenville 864-288-0001
contact Mike directly at 864-616-1937
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Upstate events and aces

Events you can Play

Cranberry Classic Dec 3-4th
Boscobel. The tournament is open to all
golfers and flighted after the first round.

The event will be played using a
two-man captain’s choice format with a
shotgun start at 10 am each day.

Entry can be made by calling the
Boscobel golf shop at 864-656-3991.

Holiday Classic Dec 10-11,
Southern Oaks. The tournament
is open to all golfers. The field will
be flighted after the first round.

The two-man tournament will be
played using a 9-hole Captain’s Choice
and 9-hole Best Ball format each day.

Entries can be made by calling the
golf shop at 864-859-6698.

Christmas Captains Choice, Village
Greens, Friday December 16th.

The tournament is open to all golfers
and begins with a 12:00 Shotgun Start.

Golfers sign up as individuals and a
blind draw creates teams for the tourna-
ment. The tournament will award prizes
to the gross and net winning team.

Call the Village Greens Golf Shop at
864-472-2411 to sign up.

Break the Fort, January 7-8th, The
Fort Club in Ninety Six. The event
will use 3-man teams playing a Tuff
Day set up on the course. Skins avail-
able both days.

Call The Fort Club golf shop at 864-
979-0406 to register.

Saluda Valley 3-man Tough Days,
January 28-29th. The Captain’s Choice
tournament is open to all golfers. The
tournament will be flighted after the
first round.

Skins and Tournament Buy-In avail-
able.Sign up by calling the Saluda
Valley golf shop @ 864-847-7102.

Upstate Aces

Charlie Smith, Oconee Country Club,
#6, 118 yds. Witness Nolan Rae.

Ron Thomas, Walker Course, #17,
106 yds. PW, Witnesses Pete Santora,
Jim LaRue, Drew Wiloughby.

Tee Times &
Membership Information

Championship Course - Practice Range
Bar & Grill - Member Events
PGA Professional Instruction

Aternoon Rates
After 2 PM
$30 Mon-Fri
$38 Sat-Sun

Rates
Tax & Cart Included
*38 Mon - Fri
$49 sat & Sun
Senior 55 & up
$30 Mon - Fri
9 Hole & Walking Rates

Range Memberships Available

Club Memberships
With 1 yr Commitment
Single $85 p/m
Famlly $125 p/m
Multi Family
$1 60 e/u

1680 Scuffletown Rd
Fountain Inn, SC 29644
5 Miles from Woodruff Rd.

864-862-3551 www.carolinaspringsgc.com
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is published 10 times per year
March thru December
by the
Palmetto Sports Network,LLC
Founded April 1992

The Golf Club would like your
Tournament results, story ideas,
upcoming events and golf news.

The Golf Club is free and available
at over 60 locations in the Upstate
and Western North Carolina and online as
a downloadable .pdf file at

www.scgolfclub.com

The material contained in this
publication may not be reproduced
without the written consent
of the publisher. All rights reserved.
Any comments, questions, suggestions
or inquires concerning advertising
should be addressed to The Golf Club.

Stan Olenik
Editor/Publisher
The Golf Club
(864) 921-5471
golfclubsc@gmail.com

Jed Blackwell
Associate Editor/Publisher
The Golf Club
(864) 542-6178
jed@jedblackwell.com

229 Emory Rd
Spartanburg, SC 29307
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Lathrop honored by the IAGA

Retired SCGA leader
receives distinguished
service national award

The International Association of Golf
Administrators honored retired SCGA
Executive Director Happ Lathrop with
its Distinguished Service Award.

Lathrop became the first full time
director of the state organization in 1976
and served as the leader for 42 years
before retiring in 2018.

During his years of service, golf in
South Carolina grew and the junior golf
program became one of the best in the
country.

Lathrop was presented his award at
the organizations annual meeting this
year in Clear Point, Alabama.

Columbia CC wins
Lathrop Cup

The annual Lathrop Cup was played
at the Country Club of Lexington and
the team from Columbia Country Club
won the event.

The team event is for golfers over 55
and all must be members of the same
golf club.

Dan Sullivan, Eddie Hargett, Brad
Krapfel and Chris Sparrow posted a
score of 219 to win the event by two-
shots over the River Club.

Happ Lathrop and Barb Trammel were honored by
the International Association of Golf Administrators
for threir outstanding career long contributioOns to

the game.
o ey
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PeIIerln wins CGA
College Showcase

Mauldin High School junior Olivia
Pellerin shot her best competitive round
to win the CGA Collegiate Showcase in
Greensboro.

The future Anderson University
golfer carded a 4-under par 68, her best
round ever, to win the last junior tourna-
ment of the year by 7-shots.

Melton named head
pro at Woodfin Ridge

Woodfin Ridge
named Drayton
Melton their head
professional.

Melton has
worked as a golf
professional since
graduating from
the Professional
Golfers Career College.

The 2009 Spartanburg County Junior
Champion and Spartanburg Methodist
golfer played mini tour golf before con-
centrating on golf instruction.

Before joining the staff at Woodfin
Ridge, Melton was the Senior Elite
Academy Coach at KOHR Golf
Academy in Boston for 5 years.

Melton will start the Operation 36
Instruction program and will also lead
First Tee Upstate’s program at the club.

The Golf Club is on
hiatus till March

The Golf Club takes January and
February off from printing,

We will continue to bring golf news
to Upstate golfers on our web site at
www.scgolfclub.com.

Our print edition returns in March.

All Golfers welcome to play in our daily dogfight at 11am
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Seniors

$30.00
Monday - Thursday

$31.00
Fridays

Call the golf
shop to take

a lesson from
our SCGA

Hall of Fame
instructor
Mike Lawrence

864-646 3991

Highway 76 Pendleton
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Amateur Players Tour wraps up season

Upstate Tour crowns
season champs and
helps Folds of Honor

The Upstate South Carolina Chapter
of the Amateur Players Tour ended its
season earlier in the fall, and is wasting
no time getting back into action.

Late fall tournaments have been held
at Cateechee, Wild Wing Avocet, and
Woodfin Ridge, and a tournament is
scheduled for Dec. 10 at The Club at
Brookstone before the holiday break.

Then, the 2023 tour will begin in
earnest. And organizers are hoping for
more of the same from 2022.

According to chapter owner Larry
Lee, the season that just wrapped up was
one of the tour’s best.

“We had 137 members, and averaged
around 60 players per tournament,” he
said. “The payout average per tourna-
ment was $2,500, all in Visa gift cards.
Side pots averaged around $2,000.”

Those stakes, Lee said, help to give
the tour an edge that competitors enjoy.

“When you’re out there, you feel the
heat of every putt and every shot just
like the pros do,” he said. “When you
know you’re playing for money instead
of prizes, everything’s on the line. There

Golfers on the Amateur Golf Tour Upstate Chapter raised money durigng the year to help support the local

Folds of Honor program. (Amateur Golf Tour Photo)

are also points for Local Championships
and National Championships. This sea-
son, every point counted. It came down
to the end of the year, and there were
some really close races.”

When those races were decided, Eric
Johannsen had claimed the Division 1
title. Travis Wartluft won Division 2,
Tommy Boyter took Division 3, Jimmy
Sullivan was the Division 4 winner, and
Danny Sullivan took Division 5.

Lee said the feedback from tour
members has been good, and that he
wants to continue to take things above
and beyond for participants.

“They love playing with us,” he said.
“They seem to have a good time at the
tournaments. But they’re set up to be
player friendly. We announce everybody
on the first tee, and we have photos and
interviews that we put on our Facebook
page. We try our best to make them feel

Outfitting Golfers from Beginners to Pros for 45 years!

Check our website
www.295bypassgolf.com

Upstates Largest Selection of “New to You" clubs for Men - Women - Juniors - Left Handers
Don’t let the supply chain ruin your Christmas

Stockiing Stuffers to Full Fitted Sets

A Christmas Gift Certificate from By Pass Golf is always the right size, color, model & brand!

'iilhl-n'rlﬂ

i230
Tour Proven
Players Style Irons

Call to make a custom
fitting appointment

m-dnworm '
hsnﬁlhﬂ
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‘Wind Shirts - Rain Jackets - Pullovers
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Stratus Gloves w

2 for $20.00 - Made Beanies HLT \ i
Carry Bags R
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Puma Cloudspun WRMLBL

Pullovers 3/4 Zips
S .

Short Game Specialists

X
MAC Daddy Wedges

PING

2023
_ Anser

Now in Stock! Demos Available We are an authorized dealer! :

Now in Stock! Demos Available.,

like they’re pros. That’s what the whole
thing is. We want to give amateurs the
pro experience.”

They’re also trying to do some good.
The Tour helps to benefit Folds of
Honor, a nonprofit organization dedicat-
ed to providing educational scholarships
to the children and spouses of America’s
fallen or disabled service members and
first responders.

“It’s a big component,” Lee said. “In
November, the Amateur Players Tour
gave a check for $18,000. This year,
we’re doing memberships, and a portion
of the membership goes into Folds of
Honor, and comes with discounts for
Folds of Honor members.”

With a pro-style atmosphere, a strong
pool of prizes, and a public service
component, Lee wants to make sure to
underscore the focus of the tour.

“We just want to continue to grow,
and to continue to be fun,” he said.
“That’s the main thing. We want the
players to have fun.”

The next season for the Amateur
Players Tour will again feature outstand-
ing courses and fun compeition.

Information about the Tour is avail-
able at www.amateurplayerstour.com
and tab Local Chapters and select
Upstate South Carolina Tour.

SFujikura conewin: pesien

Schedule a TRACKMAN flttmg session 0nL|ne
www.295bypassgolf.com

133 SOUthDOI‘t Rd. (295 By-Pass, 1/4 mile past Fudruckers on the left) Spal‘tanburq 29301 (864) 576'71 20 M-Sat 9:00 am- 5:30 pm
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Davis has his day in Spartanburg

The Under Armour
Tour picks Petty as
the Player of the Year

By Jed Blackwell
Associate Editor - Publisher

Davis Petty’s cap shared a popular
golf greeting in capital block letters on
Tuesday night: IABDIP.

“It’s a beautiful day in Pinehurst.”

It was a pretty nice day in Spartanburg,
too.

Officially, in fact, Nov. 1 was Davis
Petty Day.

Petty, the 11-year-old phenom who
is taking the golf world by storm, was
honored with a reception at Delaney’s
Irish Pub.

There, he learned that he’s been
named the Under Armour Junior Player
of the Year. His navy cap was soon sur-
rounded by a sea of gray ones, all bear-
ing the same message DPno.1.

“It feels awesome,” Petty said.
“Especially this event, to have every-
body show up. I'm just so grateful. This
Under Armour season has been a grind,
and one thing I’ve done is I’ve been
really consistent. I’ve been working
really hard. Playing up a division and
getting second place is probably one of

Davis Petty is the national Player of the Year for the Junior Tour Powered by Under Armour.

Petty’s coach Chip Ridley has been a caddy, mentor and coach for the very young golfer.

Besides his success on the Under Armour Tour, Petty has been a winner in SCJGA Age Group

events. (GolfClub Photo)

my proudest moments. To me, playing
up a division and finishing second is
huge.”

Petty’s coach, Chip Ridley, noted
some of Davis’ accomplishments, and
the numbers are staggering.

To go with a 531-1 record in tour-
naments on the world stage, Petty has
a slew of junior titles, the 2021 Under
Armour Summer National title, the 2022
Under Armour Winter National title,

‘1-

a runner-up finish in the 2022 Under
Armour Summer National tournament,
an age group up from where he typically
competes, and the Under Armour World
Championship, where he shot scores of
65-67 to become the first Under Armour
World Champion.

He has an 18-hole scoring average
of 68.6 and a nine-hole stroke average
of 34.3.

Just about the only thing he might

need to work on is estimating crowd
size.

“I thought I was just coming here
for dinner with my parents and my golf
coach,” Petty said with a laugh. “T walk
in and there’s 750,000 people in here
with DPno.1 hats. I'm so grateful.”

There weren’t that many, but there
were a bunch.

One was Spartanburg City Council
Member Erica Brown,who was on hand
to officially announce Davis Petty Day
in the city, with a proclamation from
Mayor Jerome Rice

There were also friends and family,
and even guests who appeared through
video. Among them were one of Petty’s
favorite professional golfers, Taylor
Gooch, and putter manufacturer Sam
Bettinardi, whose designs Petty plays
and whose logo was on his pullover at
the event.

“That’s insane to me,” he said. “I’ve
loved Bettinardi putters and Bettinardi
everything forever now. To have him
say that to me, I’'m just so blessed. It’s
awesome.”

Just as special, though, were video
tributes from those close to him, includ-
ing Spartanburg golfer Kyle Milner and
Davis’ father, Joel.

“To see them on the video was awe-
some,” he said. “Kyle’s almost like a

Petty... continued on page 22
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Jackson is the SCGA Player of the Year

Season long points
race won by West
Columbia golfer

When Sam Jackson looks back at
the 2022 golf year he doesn’t point to
one swing, one putt, one good finish
that earned him the South Carolina Golf
Association Player of the Year award.

“I had a consistent year,” said
Jackson. “I don’t think I ever played
great, but I always played pretty good,”
he said.

By his own admission Jackson was
not someone who would “beat” balls
from sun up to sun down.

Instead he relied on an outstanding
short game to keep him in contention in
tournaments and the player of the year
race.

“I could have a bad day ball
striking, but my chipping and put-
ting could make up for that and it
helped me a lot during the year,”
he said.

When it came to chasing a player of
the year award Jackson didn’t have it
for a goal.

“A couple of my friends have won
player of the year and we would joke
about when I would win, but I wasn’t
really serious about going for it,” he
said.

Without a great deal of fan fare
Jackson moved into the lead early in the
year. With partner Zack Herold the two
won the Partners Championship.

Sam Jackson is the 2022 South Carolina Golf AssociationPlayer of the Year. Jackson had a strong finish in
the Stazate Am to g along with making the round of 32 at the US Am to help him finish on top of the season

long points race. (GolfClub Photo)

The win earned Jackson a spot in the
Palmetto Cup matches.

Teamed with Jordan Sease, the 2019
SCGA Player of the Year, the two won
their matches and helped the amateurs
top the professionals early in the year.

Jackson was around the top spot most
of the year. He fell to third in the stand-
ings before having a very good finish in
the state am.

“I was playing with the kids and they
can hit it a lot longer than I can,” said

the 30 year old mid-am.

Besides giving up some distance,
Jackson’s short game kept him in con-
tention at the Dunes Club.

He finished in 5th place, just a shot
out of a second place tie.

After the SC Am Jackson used a hot
putter to finish second at the USGA
Mid-Am qualifier at the Patriot.

The finish earned him a trip to
Milwaukee to play at Erin Hills in the
Jackson... continued on page 16

Hargett 4 -peats as
Senior P-O-Y

The SCGA may want to retire the
plaque for Senior golfer of the year or
maybe turn over custody of the award
to Eddie Hargett.

The Blythewood golfer captured the
South Carolina Senior Player of the
Year award for the fourth straight year.

Among Hargett’s accomplish-
ments for the year were qualifying
for the US Senior Open and finishing
as the runner-up in the SCGA Senior
Championship and finished third in the
CPGA Senior Open.

He joined with Brad Krapfel to win
the SCGA Senior Better Ball champi-
onship.

Hargett will be honored at Golf Day
in January.

Great Course Conditions for Fabulous Golf!

Memberships Options
$100 Full Membership*

$80 Weekday Memberships*
$60 Junior Membership*
*Includes Golf & Pool

Seniors & Military
Monday - Friday
$29.00

Twilight Rates Daily
Starting at 1 PM

PGA Instruction - Practice Range - Short Game Area
Fully Stocked Golf Shop - Grill - Pool

864-847-7102 598 Beaver Dam Road WiIIiamston, SC www.saludavalleycc@yahoo.com
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Gregory is the SCJGA Player of the Year

wrap up state’s top honor

By Stan Olenik
Editor - Publisher, The Golf Club

When the new Heritage Foundation rankings began
for 2022, Andrew Gregory set a goal for the year.

“My goal was to win the Player of the Year award,”
said the Boiling Springs High School senior.

In the season long points race Gregory achieved his
goal with what runners call “a final kick” to the finish
line.

At the end of the South Carolina Junior Golf
Association’s schedule Gregory ran through the tape.

Gregory got off to a great start with a win in one of
the early season championships.

He won the boys title at the Morgan Lucas cham-
pionship when he came from four shots off the lead in
the final round to win.

If Gregory wasn’t on college recruiters’ radar after
his win the previous summer at the CGA’s Hope Valley
Junior his victory at Chanticleer opened some recruit-
ers eyes.

“If I can keep playing like this I can get some atten-
tion. I’ve got a lot of things to think about what I want
in a college. Getting a good win like this is going to
give me a few more options,” said Gregory after the
win.

The boys’ high school season began and the Boiling
Springs Bulldogs, with Gregory leading the way were
the pre-season pick to win the AAAAA championship.

Gregory won three tournaments during the high
school season and finished on top of the Upper State
qualifying tournament.

In the state championship at the Charleston
Municipal Golf Course Gregory didn’t worry about

Best Greens, Best Burgers, Best Value

VZAY

THE ROCK

GOLF CLUR & RESORT

200 Ranch Rd. Greenville, SC - legacypinesgc.com

Pro Shop: 864-277-4491

Memberships from $100 to $110 per month

Access to the golf course & facilities
7 days a week. Play our sister course
for a reciprocal rate of $20

Andrew Gregory from Boiling Springs lifts The Blade championship
trophy after his win at Thornblade Club. The vctiory was one of four
SCJGA championships the future Liberty Universality golfer won on his
way to claiming the Player of the Year honors. (GolfClub Photo)

individual honors, he did what the team needed to win
the championship.

Individually he finished 10th, but birdied his 17th
hole and that made the difference for the team.

“The team pushed me through it. When I was told
we were in a winning spot, I said ‘I cannot mess this
up. This feels great!” he said after the win.

When the summer junior season began Gregory
qualified for the US Junior and finished 10th at the
SCGA Junior.

Before he left for the national junior he won the
coveted championship at The Blade at Thornblade
Club.

He didn’t play great golf in the final round, but he
did play winning golf and claimed a 3-shot victory
over Greenville’s Tip Price.

“I wasn’t hitting the ball the best, but I made a
bunch of clutch putts, and that’s what kept me in it, he
said after his second SCJGA win of the year.

Gregory was part of the team of juniors who went to
Scotland and helped the SC Juniors defend the Watson
Cup.

He finished the summer with top-25 performances
at the Beth Daniel and Orange Jacket.

He tied for 11th at the CGA Creed at Camden and
was runner-up at the Transou at Cherokee National.

At the prestigious Bobby Chapman Junior at the
Country Club of Spartanburg, he finished 11th among
the field of nationally ranked juniors.

Gregory had done what he needed to do to be in the
hunt for Player of the Year,

Going into the final two events on the SCIGA
schedule, Gregory trailed Indian Land’s Mason Kucia,
the South Carolina AAAA High School champion, and
Florence’s Jay Smith, the winner of the Grant Bennett
and the Transou.

Gregory shared the first round lead at the Cheraw
Fall challenge with Luke Walmet from Mount Pleasant.

In the final round Gregory sprinted away from the
field.

He shot a final round, tournament best, 6-under par
66 to win by 8-shots.

“It has been my goal this year to win the Player of
the Year. I’ve had a good year and I needed this win
and need to play well next in Hartsville to hopefully

Gregory... continued on page 18

- Nuff:Said*!

Memberships from $100 to $110 per month
Access to the golf course & facilities

7 days a week. Play our sister course
for a reciprocal rate of $20

Rates: Weekend Rates: Weekday Rates: Weekend Rates: 1 8
$42.00 $49.00 Play 1 8 Holes $42.00 $49.00 Play Holes
After 1 PM Monday - Thursday | ater1Pm  Monday - Thursday
Weekday Rates: Weekend Rates: Weekday Rates: Weekend Rates:
18 holes 18 holes for $32 18 holes ¥ o for $32
$36'00 $42'00 Must present this coupon to redeem offer $36'00 $42'00 Must present this coupon to redeem Offer

171 Sliding Rock

Rd. Pickens, SC - therockgolfclub.com

Pro Shop: 864-878-2030
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It takes more than breaking 80 to be recruited

Boiling Springs’ Dixon is
an example of what college
coaches are looking for

There has long been a myth involved when it comes
to junior and high school girls golf.

“There are plenty of scholarships for girls who can
break 80,” has been a popular belief.

It might have been that way once, but it really hasn’t
been that way for some time. There is much more to
recruiting than just posting a good scoring average.

It is easy to pick out the prize recruits, the ones who
are AJGA All-Stars or make it to match play at the US
Junior.

But that only accounts for a handful of golfers who
can command attention from Power 5 Conference
coaches.

The large majority of college scholarships for
women goes to golfers who have a stroke average
between 75 and 79 and can occasional shoot par or
better.

College coaches do not recruit players for the five
spot on their teams and the quality of women’s college
golf on all levels demands more than an occasional 78.

So how do girls, whose ability fits in that range, get
noticed and recruited and then offered a chance to play
college golf.

“A good stroke average is important, but it takes a
lot more,” said Upstate coach Todd Lawton. “It takes
a genuine commitment to the game to work towards
turning those 78s and 79s into 72s and 73s,” he said.

Lawton has had very good success recruiting for-
eign players in recent years, but he wants to have a
balance and adding local players is his first choice.

Madison Dixon from Boiling Springs signed to
play college golf at Upstate and her playing, academic
and especially her commitment to the game made the
difference for Lawton.

Madison Dixon has signed to play college golf at USC Upstate. The
Boiling Springs High School golfer has been working towards this goal
since she was barely taller than her golf clubs. (GolfClub file photos)

“We have to work a little harder than the Power 5
and even some bigger programs on our level to find
players who can help us be successful,and Madison fits
our profile for college success” said the Upstate coach.

Dixon has had a very good junior and high school
career. In the recently completed girls high school
season she claimed a tournament win, a seventh place
finish at the AAAAA State championship and in gen-
eral top-10 finishes in most events.

“You look at Madison’s record, scoring average, the
courses she played and the competition and you can
see this is a golfer who has the ability now and with
the right kind of help she can be even better,”’said the

New Name, New Owners, New Look, & New Attitude!
' Play in “Break the Fort”
3-man team Tuff Days
January 7th-8th

Rates

.

FjaylorMade  SRIXON U"!.i,% Vatheiat
Re-Grip it and Rip-It

Complete

i+

Call the shop to register

[ o

Club
Repair
Service

Stop in and say hello!
Cole Patterson, PGA Pro & GM
John Franklin, Superintendent

$34 Weekdays
After 1 pm $28

$44 Weekend
After 1 pm $38

Seniors

$30 Weekdays
After 1 pm $24

$40 Weekends
After 1 pm $34

Upstate coach.

Dixon has done many things that make her “recrui-
table.” She is strong academically, she knows about the
Upstate program and she has been around outstanding
golfers during her high school days.

“She started in the Boiling Springs program before
it was split with Chesnee. She has been around play-
ers like Sydney Roberts (2021 Clemson recruit) MK
Talledo (2020) Charleston recruit so she has seen up
close what it takes to be a very good golfer,” said
Lawton.

Dixon’s work ethic also helps her stand out from
the majority of golfers with similar stroke averages.
She isn’t someone who dropped another sport because
golf looked like fun, she works hard at her game.

“She is dedicated and she puts in the time,” said
Kevin Britt, the Director of Instruction at Carolina
Country Club and Dixon’s coach. “She has the talent
to play at a lot of schools, including some of the big
ones,” he added.

Working with Dixon for some time, Britt also sees
something in the high school senior besides her swing
that can help her become a successful college golfer.

“She is very competitive and wants to learn, but she
also has a really good life balance knowing who she is
and at the next level that is very important because it
isn’t easy,” he said.

Being a local player has allowed Lawton to spend
more time considering Dixon for his team.

“She was in a group of players who had similar
ability on the golf course, but it was the way Madison
took the time to understand our program and what she
will have to do to be successful in college made a big
difference for me,” Lawton said.

Dixon finished her career at Boiling Springs as one
of the most-decorated girls golfers in program history.
She was a six-year starter for the Bulldogs, and earned
All-State nods and the opportunity to play college golf

Dixon... continued on page 14
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Palmetto State juniors
sign on to play at the
next level

Palmetto State juniors had made
commitments to play college golf and in
Novemember they had the opportunity
to make it official and sign their nation-
al letter of intent.

If there is to be a Jacob Bridgeman
or Trent Phillips to come from this class
they will have to do it in college.

The high school talent in the state is
good, not great this year, but in years
past good golfers like those in this
year’s class have blossomed in college.

Justlook at what Anderson University

has accoplsiehd with good local play-
ers who have grown and helped the
school achieve high national rankings
and NCAA championship level success.

The Class of 2023 may not have any
one or two great juniors, but it does have
players with a wide range of experience
and success who will make what ever
college team they join better.

Outstanding competition in the many
events run by the South Carolina Junior
Golf Association has helped to make
juniors from the state tournament tough
and ready to compete early in their col-
lege careers.

Here is a round up of the local juniors
who have signed on to play college golf
in and around South Carolina

South Carolina Junior golfers will take their talents to the next level and help college teams get better. (Center) Abby Franks (North Georgia) and Maddie Peake
(Presbyterian), with their state champion teammates signed on to play college golf. Hanna High Schools Ivy Schulze (left) is going to Clemson. Jerry Bruns (right)
[from Beaufort joins the Gamecocks. Emilyn Davis from BHP (left-center) becomes a Lander golfer and Major Lenning (bottom-left) will join the Wofford Terriers.

SC juniors make it official

College Signings

Junior Girls
Ivy Schulze - Hanna - Clemson,
Abby Franks - Dorman - North Georgia,
Maddie Grace Peake - Dorman - PC
Mia Gray - Conway - Charlotte,
Olivia Ireland - Chapman - Lee Univ.
Madison Dixon - USC Upstate,
Emilyn Davis - BHP - Lander,
Mattie Padget - Seneca - N.Greenville,
Lillian Alexander - Byrnes - Citadel,
Sophia Smith - Riverside - SMC

College Signings

Junior Boys

Andrew Gregory - B’ Springs - Liberty
Jay Smith - Florence - High Point
Logan Lutz - Mt Pleasant - Wintrhop
Spence Hagood - Greenwood - PC

Recruiting... continued on page 14
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When Chuck Papale isn’t out playing in softball tournaments he has been helping get golfers started at Willow Creek for the last 15 years. Will Hodges has been rangering at the course for a little over three years. Dave
Hickman is a four year staffer while Bob Peel (seated in cart) has been keeping things moving in the cart paddock for 20 years. Max Grooms and Peel have been long time friends spending 18 years working together at the
course. Wilow Creek PGA Professional and Manager Dale Heflin and the club have beenfited from experienced help like they get from the outside staff and Tom Selfridge in the shop. (GolfClub Photos)

Willow Creek’s Super Senior Staff

The crew of retirees
help golfers get off

to a good start

By Stan Olenik

Editor - Publisher, The Golf Club

Its not unusual to run into salesmen,
business owners, managers or engineers
when you get to your favorite golf
course in the Upstate.

You might also meet a few retires
who finished their working days in the
old textile industry, lived here for a time
and decided the Upstate would be a
good place to retire.

If you have a tee time at Willow
Creek you will bump into these guys,
not on the tee, but instead, getting you
set to tee-off.

The course near Greer has a crew of
retired business executives, salesmen,

18 HOLES

technicians and managers who are now
the starters, cart runners, clean up crew
who manage the tee sheet and keep
everything moving at the very busy golf
course.

Dale Heflin, the PGA Professional
and manager, joined the club a few
months ago and found a resource he
never had in his over 30 years as a club
pro.

“I’ve only had high school kids
running carts and helping around the
course,” he said. “Some were good, but
with a lot of them I was worried if they
would show up for work. I don’t have
those worries with our guys here,” he
said.

The group kind of manages itself,
When they have to change shifts or need
to fill in some spots they handle the
changes and Heflin has confidence they
will be there, on the job.

Willow Creek’s outside staff first
and most importantly makes golfers feel
welcome.

“Ive been here through a few pros,”
said Bob Peel, the dean of the outside
staff. “We’ve had some good pros and
they always want us to make sure we are
friendly and helpful and appreciate the
golfers who play here,” he said.

Peel is a retired textile executive who
has now been getting golfers started
at the course for almost as long as the
course has been open.

“I retired from Hoechst and have
been doing this for 20 years,” said the
80 year old Peel.

In return for a few shifts a week
helping golfers get started the crew gets
paid, but more important to all of them,
they get to play golf at the club.

“We work a few shifts and we get
to play a couple of days,” said Max
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Grooms, a retired textile chemist who
has been on the staff for 18 years. “It is
a good deal because the course is always
in really good condition,” he said.

Heflin can’t say enough good things
abut the 18 men on the roster.

“These guys have all been successful
in their jobs and they really understand
what we are doing here. When they see
a problem they get it fixed and they keep
everything running smoothly,” said the
club pro.

The group enjoys a fun relationship
with the club members and guests.

“We have really nice members here,
everyone is here to enjoy playing and we
don’t have many problems,” said Will
Hodges who is a weekend ranger at the
course.

“When things get backed up the golf-
ers are pretty good about understanding
Senior Staff... continued on page 14
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Tournament named
for Rick Vieth, Junior

Foundation leader

By Stan Olenik
Editor - Publisher, The Golf Club

As the young South Carolina Golf
Association’s Junior program began
growing in the 90s the Association
began to develop events for junior golf-
ers.

Rick Vieth, who served on the board
of the SCGA and in several other capac-
ities, thought the tournaments were
great, but the kids needed to have a
fun event played the way most golf is
played.

While the SCGA and its Junior pro-
gram are rightfully proud of the number
of college and professional golfers who
have come through the program, adding
a Four-Ball championship would give
young golfers a chance to play in a
format most will play the rest of their
golfing lives.

“When you play with your buddies
on the weekend its a Four-Ball match,”
recalled Vieth. “There is a lot of golf
played that way and it is what helps
make golf so much fun,” he said.

So Vieth lobbied SCGA Executive
Director Happ Lathrop to begin a
Four- Ball Junior event. The event was
approved and named the Tradition.

Vieth and one of the sponsors started
the tradition of putting the names of
the winners on the back of a tee-shirt,
which was given to the following year’s
contestants.

The list of junior winners is a who’s
who of junior golf in the Palmetto State.
It includes many top juniors who went
on to be college stars and PGA or LPGA
Tour players.

It would be hard to start a new event
with a better winner than the first SCGA
Traditions Four-Ball tournament did.

Future Clemson All-American and
US Open champion Lucas Glover
teamed up with a golfer who went on to
play locally and win the 2002 Greenville
County Amateur, Jeremy Revis.

“When we started it, the first few
years we had to teach the players how
to play a four-ball match. They had not
experienced anything like that and there
were some growing pains,” said Vieth.

But as more juniors heard about the
format and realized how much fun it

The Golf Club
Junior golf advocate honored by the SCGA

Three generations of golfers who have enjoyed being a part of the South Carolina Golf Association were
present for the first Rick Vieth Junior Four-Ball. Vieth and his wife Gayle, grandson Pete and Jeremy and

Randi Revis. (GolfClub Photo)

In 1995 future US Open Champion Lucas Glover
teamed up with future Greenville County Amateur
champion Jeremy Revis to win the first Tradition.
(GolfClub Photo)

The SCGA presented Vieth with its Golf Ambasadoors
award at the 2022 Golf Day meeting in Columbia.
(SCGA Photo)

was to play, the tournament grew and at
a few times over the years had to turn
players away.

Vieth took his role as the founder
seriously. He was at every tournament
to greet the players and hand out awards.

One year he took charge of a boys
four team playoff that went on for hours.
The SCGA staff was finishing with
the other divisions so Vieth jumped in
and supervised a playoff that ended in
almost total darkness.

This year Vieth presented Brooks DeSheilds and
Blake Kelly their championship awards at The Fort
Club in Ninety Six as the Four-Ball tournament
returned to the SCJGA schedule. (GolfClub Photo)

As the tournament neared the 25
year mark junior events had grown to be
everywhere and almost every week.

Cost was a factor for some parents
and golfers, but points and rankings
available at other events became an even
bigger problem.

“We established the event to be fun,
but as points became more important it
became hard to figure points for each
golfer in a Four-Ball match. It got to
be a pretty big issue when some of the
ranking services stopped rating Four-
Ball matches,” said Vieth.

A combination of issues with points,
Covid and finding a new host course put
the event on hold for a couple of years.

After being away the SCJGA has
brought back the format and included it
in its Players Series of events.

Points were not an issue this time as
the event was another opportunity for
the many junior golfers working their
way up in the state to have a tournament.

When it was decided the event would

return it was an easy decision to name
it for its founder. The event appeared
on the SCJGA Players Series Schedule
as the Rick Vieth Junior Four-Ball
Championship.

It is an honor and a tribute to a tire-
less worker for golf in South Carolina
and especially junior golf.

Vieth has served the SCGA in several
capacities over the years. He has been a
director, legal council and past president
of the SCGA.

Perhaps his most important work has
been done on the board of the South
Carolina Junior Golf Foundation.

The board has directed the growth
and funding of the junior game in the
state and helped it reach a level of
respect that has earned it recognition as
best in the country a few years ago.

Vieth had been the chairman of the
board, but has had to limit his activities
in the past couple of years.

He was diagnosed with ALS two
years ago and has been battling the dis-
ease, while still being involved as much
as he can in the game and the organiza-
tion he loves.

“I can’t play anymore, so the most
enjoyment I get from the game is going
up to The Reserve (Vieth is a member)
and sitting in the Range Bar and having
a drink and a cigar. We have a great
men’s association there and I enjoy
being with them even if I can’t play
now,” he said.

Vieth maintains his schedule at his
law practice in Spartanburg and is as
active as he can be in and around golf.

As a criminal defense lawyer for
much of his life, Vieth has always had a
wry way of looking at situations to find
some glimmer of light and he has done
the same with his condition.

“A lot of people who get this go pret-
ty quick and I have been able to hang
around a couple of years and hope for
more. We are all going to go sometime. [
know this much, people have been very
nice to me telling me they appreciate me
and the things I have done. It kind of is
like being able to hear what is being said
about you at your funeral,” he joked.

Vieth was able to hand out the awards
to this year’s winners at the Fort Club
just as he did in the first tournament.

The event is now appropriately
named the Rick Vieth Junior Four-Ball
as the SCGA honors Vieth’s lifetime
commitment to grow the game and make
golf better for juniors in South Carolina.
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Parks and Herold win at Musgrove Mill

Kennedy and Clontz
win Senior Division
Invitational title

The best field for a club event this
side of a SCGA or CGA major is always
the Invitational at Musgrove Mill.

If you follow amateur golf in the
Carolinas and you look at the final
scores you can put a significant golf
accomplishment next to just about every
name in the top-twenty and with a little
research probably even deeper on the
score sheet.

Levi Joiner and Luke Hammond
from the Mid-Carolina Club opened the
36 hole weekend event with a 7-under
par 65.

It gave the team a 2 shot lead over a
pair of teams into the second round.

Hunter Parks and Zachary Herold
were joined in a second place tie with
the team of Sam Jackson and Dixon
Walker.

There wasn’t much breathing room
at the top of the leader board as five
more teams posted rounds under 70. .

Zachary Herold from the Country Club of Lexington and Hunter Parks from Creek Golf Club were able
to claim the Musgrove Mill Invitational title with a playoff win. rian Kennedy from Three Pines and Ron
Clontz from Thornblade shot a final round 64 to take the Senior Division title by a shot at the Musgrove Mill

Invitational.

In the second round, Joiner and
Hammond shot a 3-under 69, but
were caught by Parks and Herold who
matched their first round 67 to finish
regulation in a tie at 134.

The two teams needed a pair of extra

holes to determine the championship.
Parks and Herold claimed the victo-
ry on the second playoff hole.
The teams of defending champions
Kevin Roberts and Zach Siefert along
with Weston Bell and Garland Ferrell

shared third place just one shot out of
the playoff.

Sam Jackson and Dixon Walker
finished fifth with the rest of the top-10
needing to be nuder par.

Nine of the first ten teams finished
under par.

The Senior Division saw its share
of quality scores as the team of Walter
Todd and Duff Wagner shot an opening
round 64 to take a 3-shot lead into the
final.

You would not expect to see many 64s
on the leader board the way Musgrove
usually plays this time of year, fast and
firm, but the team of Ron Clontz and
Brian Kennedy carded that same number
in the second round.

Add the 64 to their first round 4-under
par 68 and the two edged out Todd and
Wagner by a shot for the Senior Division
championship.

The team of Doug Ramey and Dan
Sullvan finished in third place at 9-under
par.

Tim Pope and Todd Hendley finished
in fifth place while Todd Webber and
Ronnie Pruitt from Spartanburg finished
in fifth place.
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Red hot golf on a
cold weekend earns
Reeves and Allen a win

By Jed Blackwell
Associate Editor - Publisher

Crawford Reeves and Taylor Allen
got hot, and made it stand up in the cold.

Reeves and Allen fired a 10-under
par 62 in Saturday’s opening round of
the Chanticleer Invitational, and fol-
lowed it up with a Sunday round of 67
for a 15-under par two-day total and a
two-stroke win in the four-ball event.

The team of Matthew Kilgo and Olof
Bengtsson had matched the winners’
opening round of 62, but could only
bring a 3-under par 69 home in the final
round.

The two rounds of 62 turned in by
the co-leaders may have a place in the
Chanticleer Invitational record book.

Greenville Country Club assistant
pro Jarrod McWatters said he couldn’t
remember a lower round.

“I don’t know that we’ve seen any-
body post 10-under in a single round,”
he said. “That’s some of the lowest scor-
ing we’ve ever seen in the tournament.

The Golf Club
Chanticleer Invitational wraps up season

The team of Crawford Reeves (1) and Taylor Allen won the Chanticleer Invitational at the Greenville Country
Club. The two broke out of a 10-under tie after the first round to go on to the win. (GolfClub Photo)Necto

We got some rain over the last couple
of days, so the greens were receptive. If
you give that to players of this caliber,
they’re going to take advantage. This
has turned into one of the better mid-am
tournaments in the state, and if you give
those guys soft conditions they’re going
to make a bunch of birdies, and that’s
what they did.

What kept them in the lead, though,
was their performance on the Par-5s.
The team played those eight holes in

9-under par, including kick-in eagles at
No 7 both days — one by each player.
“Yesterday, the wind was completely
different, so it was a different hole,” said
Allen, who made eagle at 7 for the pair
on Saturday. “It was driver, 5-iron. We
were about 200 out. Today, the wind was
a lot different.””’] hit a hybrid to about
two and a half feet today, where he hit
a five iron to about two and a half feet
yesterday,” Reeves said. “Those were

.
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easy chances.”

Reeves and Allen stuck to a strategy,
and it paid off for them in the win.

“Taylor hit first all weekend,” Reeves
said. “He’s a great driver of the ball. We
both drive it pretty well, and when he
had one out there in play it took a little
pressure off. We both showed up when
we needed to show up, and happened to
roll in a couple of putts. We hit a rough
spot today, but kind of righted the ship
there at the end.”

The pair said they enjoyed the chance
to compete.

“This was fun to get out and play,”
Allen said. “Fortunately we were able
to put together two good days in a row.”

The Chanticleer’s spot on the calen-
dar means amateur golf is winding down
for the year. Several times over the
years the tournament winner has earned
important state ranking points. On at
least two occasions a win at Chanticleer
made the difference in the Player of the
Year race for the SCGA.

“This is one of those that plays into
SCGA Player of the Year,” he said.
“We’re happy with where the tourna-
ment is in the season, and that it’s a nice
little send-off to the end of the year for
these guys.”

Links ' Tryon Golf Club

Sat-Sun

TW|I|ght After 2 pm
$30 M- Thur $32 Fri-Sat- Sun

Seniors

11250 New Cut Rd Campobello
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Dixon...

continued from page 8
close to home.

“It was an easy decision, Coach
Lawton was really welcoming, and he
was very helpful in accommodating the
major I want to pursue,” said Dixon,
who plans to study Biology with a
pre-med track. “That was a big thing,
and there’s also the fact that they have
a really good schedule and I'll have
the opportunity to go a lot of different
places.”

Dixon has worked for this opportuni-
ty and is not taking it for granted.

“I’ve spent a lot of hours putting the
work in, and its paid off, and that feels
good,” she said.

The holidays and winter is not the
best time to be working on a golf game,
but Dixon shows her determination to
get to campus and be ready to con-
tribute early in her career by working
to improve her game in any kind of
weather.

“College is much different from high
school and from junior tournaments.
The yardages are different, they some-
times play 36 holes in a day, and it’s just
a lot different. I'm playing now with
the goal of getting my body physically
ready for college golf,” she said.

he Golf Clu
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Dixon began playing golf by taging along with her
father and brother. Now she will have the opportunity
to play college golf at USC Upstate. (Family photo)

Lawton and Britt both see a bright
future for Dixon at Upstate and believe
she could be an early contributor to
the already successful Upstate women’s
team.

But more than any success Dixon
will have with the Spartans her path
to a college scholarship shows it takes
a lot more than breaking 80 to play in
college.

“Madison has done everything the
right way, she has worked for her oppor-
tunity and didn’t put everything in just
her scores on the course. We think we
got a perfect golfer who is going to
have a fine career at Upstate and help
us become a better team,” concluded
Lawton.

RecrUiting ««= continued from 9

Matthew Baxley - N. Augusta -Aiken
Ashton Eubanks - Lexington - Winthrop
Luke Walmet - Mt Pleasnt - Wm & Mary
Rowan Sullivan - Charleston - Vanderbilt
Major Lenning - Mauldin - Wofford
Sam McMillan - Mt Pleasant - Anderson
Gage Howard - Woodruff - Presbyterian
Ben McKinney - Woodruff - Presbyterian

Blake Kelly - Woodruff - N. Greenville
Jerry Bruns - Beaufort - South Carolina
Brooks DeSheilds - Easley - Anderson
Cameron Biddle - Aiken - USC Upstate
Adam Hunt - Columbia - Illinois
Waymon Thomas - Mt. Pleasant - Char,ton
Sam McMillan - Mt Pleasant - Anderson
Connor Rose - Riverside - Belmont Abbey
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The best perk of the job is getting to tee it up at Willow Creek. Peel, Grooms and Hickman get in a quick nine
after getting the Saturday morning rush off the tee. (GolfClub Photo)

Sen iOr Staff.. continued from page 10

they need to pick up the pace. Every
once in awhile we may get one who isn’t
cooperative, but that doesn’t happen
often,” said Hodges.

While most of the crew look forward
to the golf, Chuck Papale has a different
reason for working at the course.

“I’'m a softball player,’said the 80
year old retired steel salesman. “Our
team won a title last year,” he said.

Papale’s reason for helping out at
Willow Creek is he lives on the course.

“I guess I’'m kind of protecting my
home,” the 15 year staff veteran joked.

The crew is easy going, but if you
show up late for your tee time, that is
when they have to scramble.

“You get one tee time behind and it
can back up many more so we try to
make sure we keep everything on sched-
ule,” said Peel.

When Heflin took over the golf shop,
he made a few changes that expanded
the tee sheet and in some ways got the
outside staff even more involved.

“We started earlier in the morning

and we went to 10 minutes between
tee times. It has really helped the flow
around the course and the guys do a
great job keeping up with the tee sheet,”
said Heflin.

Instead of waiting to get any update,
the crew is often up in the shop checking
for changes and letting Heflin know if
they can “work” some golfers in.

“We’ve been busy and you hate to
turn golfers away. If you do it often they
may not come back. The way our guys
run things, they let me know if we can
get a walk-in out on the course. They
understand the business,” said Heflin.

The club pro often hears compli-
ments from members and guests about
how efficient things run and how helpful
and friendly the crew is.

“And most of them are Yankees,”
joked the pro who grew up in Illinois.
“But seriously they do such a great
job making everyone feel comfortable,
and welcome. We are really fortunate
to have these guys here,” concluded
Heflin.

Congratulations to Our 2022 Flight Winners

Division 2

Travis Wartiuft

Tommy Boyter
Division 3

Jimmy Sullivan
Division 4

Danny Sullivan
Division 5

Register for 2023 now on the Upstate SC page at amateurplayerstour.com
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2004 Amateur champ
to lead SCGA Jr.
fund-raising efforts

The new Senior Director of the South
Carolina Junior Golf Foundation has
just started his job with the Association
in November, but he really has been
preparing for a job like this one all of
his golfing life.

Alex Hamilton began his association
with the SCGA as a junior in Aiken.

His Junior success earned him an
opportunity to play college golf at South
Carolina.

As a Gamecock Hamilton was a four-
year letterman and helped USC to four
NCAA post season appearances.

Before his senior year in Columbia
he put his name on the state amateur
trophy.

Hamilton won the 2004 State Am
and shares the honor of being one of
only two SCGA staff members to be an
amateur champion.

Hamilton is in good company, The
other name on the trophy is Happ

The Golf Club
Hamilton joins the SCJGF as senior director

Alex Hamilton traded in his 2004 SCGA Amateur Championship blazer for a 2022 staff jacket when he became
the Senior Director of the South Carolina Junior Golf Foundation. (GolfClub Picture)

Lathrop, the long time retired executive
director, who won the title in 1968 in the
championship played at the Columbia
Country Club just like Hamilton would
do 34 years later.

After a few years playing profession-
ally Hamilton began coaching with his
first stop at Mercer.

He returned to work with USC’s Bill
McDonald helping the Gamecocks to
success in the NCAA post season

After a year coaching at South
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Alabama Hamilton took over the
Wofford program before leaving coach-
ing to represent Callaway with junior
sand up and coming young players.

When the position at the SCGA
opened Hamilton believed his life’s
experience would be a near perfect fit
for the job.

“I knew what the SCGA did for me
and what it is doing for all golfers in
South Carolina,” said Hamilton. “I think
my experience as a junior golfer, and as
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a college golfer and coach I know a lot
of the people who know and care about
the game in the State,” he added.

Hamilton believes his office in
Columbia may just be a place to pick up
his mail. He is convinced a big part of
his job is to be out and around the state.

“Working as the Director means
making sure we have the funding we
need to keep our Junior program at a
high level. It means making sure we
reach all the people who want to help,
not just the ones who have helped in the
past,” he said.

One of the major concerns for
Hamilton, as it is for the entire staff
at the SCGA is making sure there are
enough course’s for the many golf
championships and tournaments that the
Association conducts for Palmetto State
golfers.

“Private golf is booming, rounds are
up and that makes finding courses a lit-
tle more difficult, but the golf environ-
ment in the state is great for tourism and
golfers who live here and I'm looking
forward to helping the SCGA keep mak-
ing the game even better, said Hamilton.
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Gregory...

continued from page 7
have a chance,” he said after his third
SCIGA win.

When Andrew Gregory was leaving
Cheraw with the trophy for winning
the Fall Challenge, SCIGA Tournament
Coordinator Mark Elam asked if he
would be at the next tournament, the
Players Championship,

Gregory answered he would be there
and he was going to win, again and
backed it up at the Hartsville Country
Club.

He backed up his prediction with his
second straight win in the SCJIGA Fall
Series of tournaments.

“I guess I was feeling pretty good
about my game after the win at Cheraw,”
said Gregory. “I had been playing well
and I felt like I could keep it going,”
he said.

And he did in the first round of The
Players Championship at the Hartsville
Country Club.

Gregory used a pair of eagles to
take the lead. He chipped in for one
on the second hole and made a “little”
four-footer for his other eagle on 18.
Putting two eagles on a scorecard for
the first time.

“I’m pretty sure I would have remem-
bered if I had done that before, but that
was the first time, and they came at a
good time for me,” he said.

The second eagle was on the fin-
ishing hole and gave Gregory a one
shot lead over future Vanderbilt golfer
Rowan Sullivan from Charleston and
future Presbyterian golfer Gage Howard
from Woodruff.

He was just 18 holes away from
winning two in a row and 18 holes away
from wrapping up a season long goal.

In addition to his four SCJGA wins Gregory also topped the field in four High School championships includ-
ing the Trojan Invitational played in Carrolton, Georgia which featured top teams from Georgia and South
Carolina. Gregory (r) finished 11th at the Bobby Chapman Junior at the Country Club of Spartanburg in a
field made up of the top junior golfers in the country. (GolfClub Photo)

The start of Gregory’s final round
was the text book definition of a roll-
er-coaster ride.

On the first nine holes he made
three bogeys, but after every bogey he
bounced back with a birdie.

Gregory made the turn at even par
and then carded two birdies, with no
bogeys on the back nine to finish the
tournament at 5-under par with a four-
shot victory.

“l was up and down today,” said
Gregory. “I played the front nine pretty
good and made a lot of pars. I hit a few
bad drives on the back nine but was
able to birdie the par fives, so overall
it ended up being a pretty good round,”
he said.

Howard from Woodruff and Charles
Cauthen from Columbia tied for second
place.

Gregory topped a much stronger field
in the “Players” than he did a few weeks
back in Cheraw.

The top nine golfers in the points

)

standings were all in the field at “The
Players” adding to the value of Gregory’s
victory.

“I might have felt some pressure in
the past, but this time I just tried to play
a good shot after a bad one, just one shot
at a time. If I hit a bad shot I didn’t let
it bother me and I followed it up with a
good shot,” he recalled.

Florence’s Jay Smith and Indian
Land’s Mason Kucia were right behind
Gregory in the points standings and
also were behind him at the finish in
Hartsville, which allowed Gregory to
accomplish his biggest goal this year.

“My goal all year was to be the
Player of the Year. Confidence is so
important in golf and as I was finishing
I had it. I told myself you can play golf,
beat people and win golf tournaments,
that kind of confidence is going to help
me play college golf next year,” said
the future Liberty University golfer and
South Carolina Junior of the Year.

Jackson...

continued from page 6

USGA Mid-Am.

It was his second USGA national
championship. As a high school golfer
Jackson played in the 2009 US Junior.

“Erin Hills is an unbelievable course
and it was a great experience,” he said.

Jackson made the round of 64 and
won his match.

In the round of 32 he was eliminated
by the golfer who would finish as the
runner-up, Hugh Foley from Ireland.

After the US Mid-Am Jackson moved
ahead of SCGA Mid-Am champion John
Weiss and held the points race lead to
the end of the year.

He and Herold teamed up again for
good finishes at the Musgrove Mill and
Chanticleer Invitationals to finish the
golf for the year.

Jackson plays his non-tournament
golf at the Country Club of Lexington.
The club near Columbia is one of sev-
eral clubs around South Carolina where
more than a few good golfers are mem-
bers.

“You have to have a pretty good
game to play at Lexington. You are
always playing with good players so
when you play in big tournaments it is a
lot less nerve wracking,”he said.

Jackson is looking forward to some
of the doors to top level amateur events
his Player of the Year ward will open.

“Next to having my name on the list
with so many other great players, getting
to play in some top amateur tournament
around the country will be fine’ he said.

All award winners will be honored at
Golf Day in January.

The ceremony includes the annual
Hall of Fame inductions.
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DeShields and Kelly win at The Fort Club

Upstate juniors win
the first Rick Vieth
Junior Four-Ball title

This year Brooks DeShields and
Blake Kelly teamed up to shoot an
8-under par final round and come from
back in the pack to claim the win.

The two shot a 71 in the first round
and didn’t think they were very com-
petitive when the lead was held by two
teams, three shots ahead of them and a
few others between them and the top
spot.

“We kind of beat it around the first
day and after we finished I asked Brooks
to look at my swing and we fixed some-
thing,”said Kelly.

In some four-ball matches one golfer
has to carry the load, but the winning
team split up the scoring evenly.

“We really had a pretty good day.
When one of us would make a birdie the
other had a par,” said DeShields.

Both golfers carded an eagle during
the round to get to 7-under for the round
and be tied for the lead on the final hole.

Brooks DeShields (1) celebrates Blake Kelly’s birdie on the final hole to win the First Rick Vieth Junior Fourc
Ball championship. The two Upstate juniors shot a final round 8-under par and won the event by a single

shot. (GolfClub Photo)

The Powdersville High School golf-
er (DeShields) and the Woodruff High
School golfer (Kelly) finished with a
second round 64 to edge out the team
of Easley’s Colton Evatt and Hanna’s

AT CLEMSON UNINERSITVY®

WALKER COURSE

210 Madren Center Drive « Clemson, 3C 29634-5673
Tour the course at walkercourse.com. n facebook.com/ciemsongolfcourse

Memberships are also available.
For tee times, call 864-656-0236
seven days in advance.

Jackson Scaletta by a shot.

Kelly took care of making sure his
team would win. His second shot on the
par-4 18th ended up about 3 feet from
the hole.

“I knew we would need to birdie the
hole to win. There were still a lot of
golfers out on the course, but I figured
we would be hard to catch,” said Kelly,
who had to wait for five more groups
to finish before he could officially cele-
brate the win.

The Powdersville High School golf-
er (DeShields) and the Woodruff High
School golfer (Kelly) finished with a
second round 64 to edge out the team
of Easley’s Colton Evatt and Hanna’s
Jackson Scaletta by a shot.

The Junior Four-Ball had been
originally scheduled for the weekend
Hurricane Ian came through and the date
was moved. The change affected the
girls field since this weekend was the
North-South All-Star Matches.

The team of Lexington High School
golfers Caitlyn Gaines and Brooke
Burgess claimed a four shot victory for
the girls championship.

The tourament first appeared on
the SCJGA schedule in 1995 as “The
Tradition” and was played at Pebble
Creek.The first winning team included
future US Open champion Lucas Glover.

Play a George Cobb Original

ilight After 1:30 pm.
$28 Weekdays $32 Weekends

Membership-Options $145 Family
$135 SeniorFamily (over 55)

Seniors $30.00 Mon:

ri

$38.00 Week&lays

EoriTeellimes: 864-226-7688
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North team included Abby Franks —

Dorman, Ivy Schulze — Hanna, Maddie Peake —

Boiling Springs, Madison

Dixon, Mattie Padgett -Seneca, Lindley Cox — Blue Ridge, Emilyn Davis — BHP, Evie Harkins — Pickens
Coaches Andy Swords, Assistant Coach Macy Tate, Boiling Spring

North tops the South

Upstate golfers add
All-Star Matches to
win total in 2022

The North scored the second big-
gest win in the history of the event
with a 13.5 to 2.5 win in the annual
North-South Girls All-Star matches, at
the Greenwood Country Club.

The North team was loaded with
future college golfers. The South did
not have nearly as many.

After teams in the North swept up all
the Girls High School Championships,
if there is such a thing as momentum
on a golf course, the North team had it.

“If you look at the South lineup
they are very good. We kind of jumped

out to a lead in the first round and we kept
playing well to win,” said North coach
Andy Swords.

Swords and Assistant coach Macy Tate
from Boiling Springs hit on a simple way
to set up their first round pairings.

“For the alternate shot round, we put
down all of the girls’ state champion-
ship scores and then we paired one with
eight,” said the All-Star coach.

The formula worked as the North
swept all the matches to open a big lead.

“The girls were great and a lot of fun
during the weekend. You could win a lot
of championships if you get that group
all on one team,” said Swords, who led
Daniel to the 2018 and 2019 state titles.

The North leads the 11 year old event
with 9 wins and the South has two wins.

Petty earned his second straight champion’s belt at the Jackie Seawell Junior. It is not unusual to see his name
on a leader board. He has done it often enough he was named the Under Armour Tour player of the year. Petty
was honored on Nov. 1 .when The City of Spartanburg declared it “Davis Petty Day” . Petty is shown with City
Council Member Erica Brown (below). (GolfClub Photo)

Petty continued from page 7

.that

second father to me. And my dad..
just means the world to me.”

Ridley said the maturity that Petty
showed in accepting the recognition that
comes with the award is something that
sets the young golfer apart.

“Coaching Davis has been one of the
greatest highlights of my life because
I’ve become his friend,” Ridley said.
“He’s so warm, so open, so mature. It
makes people want to gravitate around
him. Tonight, for so many people to
come out, it’s just a testament to that.
So many people have great accomplish-
ments, but when you’re humble about it,
when you give people a little bit of it and
they feel like it’s their accomplishment
too, that’s when you have the support
team that Davis has.”
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Twilight After 2 PM

The Eastern Golf
Passport

$27 Weekdays
$33 sat & Sun

$27 Seniors

Monday thru Friday

*30
*38

Rates are for 18 holes and cart including tax

315 Piedmont Golf Course Rd.
Take Highway 25 South
from -85, past Donaldson.
Turn right on Piedmont G.C. Rd.
Lakeview is 2.5 miles on the right.

Monday thru
Friday

Saturday - Sunday
& Holidays

Tee Times 864-277-2680

© first tee

upstate south carolina
#BuildingGameChangers

the 2022 golf passports

- counted rounds for ONLY $150
With each purchase receive a
special coupon for
The #1 Golf Trainer from
OrangeWhip!

Each Passport is still just
$85 or both for just $150!

Passport is valid January 1, 2022 thru December 31, 2022
Passport is nontransferable Proceeds benefit First Tee - Upstate South Carolina

| Purchase both and enjoy 66 dis-

3’s Greenville - Boscobel
Carolina Springs - The Creek
Cherokee National - Greer Golf
Palmetto Hills
Cherokee Valley
Links O’Tryon
Meadowbrook - Pickens
River Falls - The Rock
Village Greens
Willow Creek
Woodfin Ridge

The Western Golf

Passport
3’s Greenville - Boscobel
Carolina Springs - The Creek
Cherokee Valley - Cobbs Glen
The Club at Brookstone
Greer Golf - Palmetto Hills
Windsor at Walhalla - Pickens
Pebble Creek -
The Preserve at Verdae -
River Falls - The Rock -
Village Greens - Woodfin Ridge

To Order Please Visit
WWW.THEFIRSTTEEUPSTATE.ORG

or at a Participating Course in the Upstate




December 2022

Links O’Tryon - Men - Kyle Hardin,
Women - Debbie Huff, Senior Men -
Roger Page, Senior Men (Net) Brad
Pine, Women (Net) Linda Miller, Men’s
Match Play - Charles Brady, Women’s
Match Play - Jacqueline Wasniewski,
Players of the Year - Men - Robert
Wood, Women - Jacqueline Wasniewski.

Country Club of Spartanburg -
Men - Tim Dunleavey, Ladies - Katy
Hammond, Senior Men - Jim Brock,
Junior - Hugh Lemonds.

Links at Stoney Point - Men - Chris
Cooper, Mens Senior - Gary Odom,
Super-Senior - Kyle Davis, Women -9
hole - Nancy Voiselle, Ladies - Miriam
Ferguson, Ladies Senior - Carolina
Buswell, Ladies Super-Senior - Beth
Bethelmen.

Village Greens - Men - Jeff Horton,
Senior Men - Charles Bradey.

The Preserve at Verdae - Calahan
Keever, Senior Men - Max Farson,
Super-Senior Men - Jeff Paxton.

Carolina Country Club - Men -
Corey Caldwell, Women - Betty Jean

Armbruster, Senior Men - Butch
Genoble, Super-Senior Men - Dan
Gaither.

Holly Tree - Men - Lleyton Renner,
Senior Men - Geno Berchiatti, Women -
Lea Venable, Senior Women - Savannah
Gresham.

Thornblade Club - Men - Todd
Hendley, Senior Men - Bobby Hines,
Super-Senior Men - Stephen Hall, Ladies
- Tatiana DeAngulo, Ladies Senior -
Dani Easter, Junior - Hampton Tolbert,
Junior (14-18) Cooper Faust.

Pickens - Men - Austin Hall, Ladies
- Nancy Holcomb, Senior Men - Bill
Knupp.
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2022 Upstate Club Champions

Congratulations to the winners of club championships all over
the Upstate. Good luck in 2023 defending your championships.

Lakeside - Men - Mattie Wiggins,
Senior Men - Jimmy Garrett.

Saluda Valley - Men - Thomas
Nielson, Senior Men - Russel Simmons,
Super-Senior Men - Steve Graham,
Ladies - Makalyn Feaster, Junior Reeve
Magruder.

Smithfields - Men - Raymond
Wooten, Women - Jan Bowers, Senior
Men - Doug Tooke, Junior - Brooks
DeSheilds.

Boscobel - Men - Danny Day, Senior
Men - Randy Pointer, Super-Senior Men
- Chris Miller, Ladies - ChrissieSpidell.

Walker Course at Clemson - Men’s
Match Play -Men - Ross Tomberlin,
Women’s Match Play - Debbie Abu-
eideh, Mens Stroke Play - Max Vischer,
Women’s Stroke Play - Mary Brock,
Senior Men - Jack Mansmann, Super-
Senior Men - Frank Duda. Member
- Member - Lance and Mark Vischer,
Member Invitational - Monroe Campbell
and Zack Taylor.

The Fort Club - Men - Jordan Jay,
Senior Men - John Ivester, Super-Senior
- Men - Jim Decker.

River Falls Plantation - Men Justin
Butler, Senior Men - Tom Christiano,
Super-Senior Men - Ken Ball.

Southern Oaks - Men - Weston Bell,
Senior Men - John Tracey, Super-Senior
Men - Gary Hucker, Junior Tim Ross.

Greenville Country Club - Men
- Brent Delahoussaye, Senior Men -
Matt Grandy, Women’s - Kristen Rooke,
Junior Boys - John Waldrop, Junior
Girl’s Anne Marett Cole.

Musgrove Mill - Men - Robert

Lutomski, Senior Men - Walter Todd,
Match Play Champion - Raymond
Wooten.

Carolina Springs - Men - Leon
Hunt, Senior Men - Mike Reuwer,
Ladies - Maria Spellman.

Willow Creek - Men - Lucas Polin,
Senior Men - Frank Edwards, Super-
Senior Men - Mike Robinson, Women
- Kitty Allenm Men’s Match Play - Mike
Wilke.

Three Pines - Men Tyler Macolly,
Senior Men - Brian Kennedy, Junior -
Gage Howard.
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Cross Creek - Mens Club Champion
- Phil Hewlett, Men’s Division - David
Medlin, Senior Men - Jim Browder,
Ladies - Candy Young.

Paris Mountain - Men - Marcus
Grumbles, Senior Men - Johnny League,
Super-Senior Men - Jim Beagle, Women
- Jodie Ha, Senior Women - Judy McB
rieary, Junior - Anthony Lindsey.

Oconee - Men - Evan John, Ladies -
Melinda Parsons.

Legacy Pines - Men - John Shaffer,
Mid-Amateur Men - Ryan Godsey,
Senior Men - Hank Sandlas, Super-
Senior Men - Billy Phillips.

The Rock - Mens - David Coleman,
Senior Men - Eddie Arledge.

The Creek Golf Club -Men - Kyle
Milner, Senior Men - Mark Pike, Super-
Senior Men - Eddie Murray, Super-
Duper Senior - Roger Wells.

Cherokee National - Men - Brandon
Coggins, Men (40-54) Jason West,
Men (55-64) Dalon Queen, Men (65-
69) Frankie McCraw, Men - (Over 70)
Bobby Ellis, Junior Boys - AJ Bolin,
Sub Junior Boys - Ben Smith.

Green Valley - Men - Austin Adams,
Senior Men - Sam Isgett, Women -
Diane Triplett - Junior Boys - Qawson
Szabo, Junior Girls - Mae McHugh.

Cherokee Valley - Men - Dan
Davisson, Senior Men - Terry Bailey,
Women - Marianne Jones.

Woodfin Ridge - Men - Zach
Phillips, Senior Men Jim Mikutowicz,
Women - Sandra Boyter, Senior Women
-Diane Wofford, Junior - Lawson Miller.

Fox Run - Men - Major Lenning
- Senior Men - Kirk Greenway, Super-
Senior Men - Mike Bernhard, Women
- Devvy Walker.

www.woodfinridge.com

Woodtin Ridge Golf Club
864-578-0023

Driving Range, Lessons & Jr. Programs
New Membership options available!

$20 for 9 holes after 2pm

Sunday Brunch
December 4th, 18th

January 8th, 22nd February 5th & 18th
mnwmwlmww

Full Service Resta
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93 great beers on draft, in pints, growlers,
| craft boHIes, imports and domestics.

You will always find the right libation to
help you celebrate your win or forget your
| crushing defeat! “Slainte!”

aimid ag tnath le ta a fheiceail”
.~ We look forward to seeing you!

Kevin Moore

Our menu includes “Drmkmg Buddy F avorttes” hke Pub Wings, Sliders
and Irish Nachos to a Paddy Melt or Burgers, Wraps, Salads and Soups.
Our Entrées include what you would expect at an Irish Pub, Bangers
and Mash, Corned Beef and Cabbage, Fish and Chips, Shepherds Pie and
finish with a selection from our Desert Menu, maybe an Oreo Shamrock
or a slice of Irish Apple Butter Cake.

Our Meat and Two or Three Lunch Special is available
OF SPARTANBURG Monday-Friday 11 am -2 pm.

SEEsEs e 117 'W Main
- (Morgan Square)
Downtown Spartanburg
DELANEY'S

DELANEY'S 364-583-3100

E',': | ;I J ¥
s www.delaneyspubsc.com [DELANEY S
Order online from Ufficial Beer
www.hubcitydelivery.com Sponsor Monday - Sunday 11 am - 2 am IRISH PUB




